
 1 

 

 

The Development and Plausibility of Materialism 
 

Peter Godfrey-Smith 

School of History and Philosophy of Science 

University of Sydney 

AAP 2021 

 

Smart 1959: 

 
... 

When a person says, "I see a yellowish-orange after-image," he is 
saying something like this: "There is something going on which is 
like what is going on when I have my eyes open, am awake, and 
there is an orange illuminated in good light in front of me, that is, 
when I really see an orange." 
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Jackson 1982, "Epiphemonenal Qualia," 

 
 

Jackson 1976: 
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Multiple Realizability 

Bechtel and Mundale "Multiple Realizability Revisited: Linking Cognitive 

and Neural States," Philosophy of Science, 1999.  

Discussions with Rosa Cao.. 

 

Fekete & Edelman, 2012. "The (lack of) mental life of some machines." 

 

Setting aside the question of whether or not the neuronal level itself 
is the fundamental level for understanding the brain, we would like 
to explore the consequences of making this theoretical move, that 
is, setting a definite categorical threshold for functional 
equivalence (an alternative would be to conceive of functional 
correspondence as graded, with the degree of similarity replacing 
all-or-none equivalence). To put it bluntly, could it really be the 
case that a description up to a certain level of organization is a 
fundamental constituent of reality, yet beyond that point all details 
are inconsequential? 

 

A different view: Grain-sensitive materialism.  
... 

 

Lewis 1994, "Reduction of Mind." 
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The heart of my own view is: (i) monism, and (ii) the construction of mind 

from things that are not mental (and have no mental properties).  

 

Why?  

Smart 1959 again: Occam. 
 

  
... 

... 

 

 
(Drawn by Rebecca Gelernter) 
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Some other references:  

Kaplan and Zimmer, "Brain-Wide Representations of Ongoing Behavior: A 

Universal Principle?" Current Opinion in Neurobiology, 2020. 

Passano, L.M. 1963. "Primitive Nervous Systems." PNAS 50. 

Singer, W. 2018. "Neuronal Oscillations: Unavoidable and Useful?" 

European Journal of Neuroscience. 

My "Gradualism and the Evolution of Experience," in press in Philosophical 

Topics. And the book Metazoa: Animal Life and the Birth of the Mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


